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ST. RAYMOND PARISH CELEBRATES 175TH ANNIVERSARY 
CARDINAL DOLAN CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY MASS

Congratulations to St. Raymond Parish! The parish kicked off its 175th Anniversary on Saturday, September 16, 2017 
with a Mass celebrated by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan at St. Raymond Church. The Anniversary Mass was 
the first of nine days of events in celebration of the founding of the parish. Following the Mass, there was a reception 
with Cardinal Dolan in the Elementary School’s gymnasium. His Eminence greeted parishioners, families and students, 
and other guests. An Anniversary Gala at the Marina del Rey in the Bronx on Sunday, September 24 ended the 175th 
Anniversary events.
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Father Lorenzo Laboy and Father Elvin Rivera

EUGENE SCANLON BEGINS NEW SCHOOL YEAR AS PRINCIPAL 
FATHER RIVERA AND FATHER LABOY JOIN US IN CAMPUS MINISTRY
Along with our new principal, Eugene Scanlon, we kicked 

off the 2017-2018 academic year with a new office — the Of-
fice of Campus Ministry, created by our pastor Father Cruz. 
Father Elvin Rivera and Father Lorezno Laboy now share an 
office on the second floor. Together, they provide a priest’s 
presence in the school on a daily basis. Fr. Rivera and Fr. Laboy 
will be administering out of class Penance services for older 
students preparing to make their First Communion; interact-
ing with classes and teachers; and providing spiritual counsel-
ing. Principal Scanlon says, “We welcome Fathers Rivera and 
Laboy and the opening of the Office of Campus Ministry. As a 
Catholic school, we are blessed and gratified by having priests 
available to us on a daily basis. It provides our students with 
the opportunity to interact with our priests more frequently, 
and it gives Fathers Rivera and Laboy a chance to get to know 
our students better. It’s a win-win and a very welcome addi-
tion to our school day.” Welcome, Fathers!



Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Raymond, 
We’ve just concluded a very successful first semester. We  

began the 2017-2018 school year with 830 students and 
remain the largest elementary school in the Archdiocese of 
New York. We moved our Three-Year-Old program back into 
our building in the fall. We had two Back to School nights 
and hosted an Open House as part of the Parish’s 175th  
Anniversary events. 

During our first semester, our stu-
dents completed the first and second 
MAP Growth Assessments, which mea-
sure their progress and growth. The fi-
nal interim assessment will be given in 
the spring. We started November with 
Mass to celebrate All Saints Day. Also in 
November, 87 of our students took the 
TACHS exam for admission into Catholic high school. One 
hundred percent of our students who took the TACHS exam 
were accepted into at least one Catholic high school.

Our Family Faith Formation program remains strong and 
active. We began Advent with our Mass of Commitment for 
students who wish to be confirmed. We also welcomed four  
students who were baptized into the Catholic faith. 

Service to others is an important priority at St. Raymond. 
We held two dress down days to raise funds for those in need.  
The first was in October to benefit victims of Hurricane  
Maria; the second was during Catholic Schools Week to bene-
fit the victims of the Commonwealth Avenue fire in the Bronx. 
In addition, we held a food drive in November so that local  
families could enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner with all the fix-
ings, and collected more than 1,600 cans during the Feeding 
Our Neighbors food drive during Catholic Schools Week.

The first Bronx-wide Speech Bee was held at our school 
and our very own Ashley Celidon of Class 7-304 won First 
Place. We’re also proud of our Junior Choir, who was invited to  
perform for the Cardinal’s Christmas Luncheon for the sec-
ond consecutive year!  We finished 2017 with an evening 
performance of our Christmas Show and an afternoon per-
formance of our Holiday Show with our youngest students.

The second semester has begun and the registration and 
application process for the 2018-2019 academic year is in full 
swing. 

Thank you for your continued faith in us and for your  
generosity and support.

Gratefully, 
Eugene Scanlon
Principal 

The 2017 Christmas show was truly A Celebration of Christmas. Grades 1 through 5 per-
formed classic Christmas hymns, such as O Holy Night, Angels We Have Heard on High, and 
Away in a Manger, as well as modern standards, Have a Holly Jolly Christmas, It’s Beginning to 
Look a Lot Like Christmas, and We Are Santa’s Elves. The Junior Choir and some of our middle 
school students performed the Nativity, and the Bell Choir rang out Somewhere in My Memory 
and O Little Town of Bethlehem. 

For the third consecutive year, our Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 and Kindergarten had their own musical 
program, an afternoon performance called A Holiday Celebration. Our youngest students sang 
The Chipmunk Song, Jingle Bells, Do You Want to Build a Snowman?, and other holiday favorites. 

“Once again, our students and teachers gave their all for our Christmas and holiday 
shows,” said our principal Eugene Scanlon.  “Their enthusiasm was contagious and our fami-
lies and guests were rewarded with heartwarming celebrations of the best of the season.”

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS —  
THEME OF THE 2017 CHRISTMAS SHOW  
PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN PERFORM  

A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

Third Grade Spells Out Christmas

Kindergarten Hits the High Notes

Dear Alumni and Friends of the Elementary School,
May the Love of Jesus be with you!
Now in my second year as pastor of St. Raymond Parish, I am 

gratified by the strength of our Catholic education program here at St.  
Raymond Elementary School. At my direction, Father Elvin Rivera 
and Father Lorenzo Laboy joined the Elementary School this school 
year in the newly created Office of Campus Ministry. Fathers Rivera 
and Laboy have a daily presence at the school and 
are involved in out of class Penance services, spiri-
tual counseling, and working with teachers and  
students. The availability of our priests to our  
students and staff is truly becoming one of the 
hallmarks of St. Raymond Parish. 

In addition to our daily prayers, the celebration 
of the Mass remains central to our Catholic faith 
and school experience, encouraging a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. As in years past, we celebrated Mass in the audito-
rium at the beginning of the school year, and on feast days and other 
special occasions, such as Ash Wednesday.  Our children also attend 
Mass with their classmates on various Fridays during the school year.  
Instead of having Penance services twice a year, we now have our chil-
dren going to Confession about five times a year.  All this so that they 
can draw closer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Service to others holds a special place in the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and, of course, with the teachings of our Catholic faith.  There are sev-
eral opportunities for our children to serve others, and the church here 
at St. Raymond. I am proud of our students who are altar servers and 
those who perform community service. Their generosity to others is an 
example of living their faith.  I encourage all our families to take some 
time out of their day, and support those in need by becoming ministers, 
and ministering to others. 

In January, we kicked off an after-school Youth Group open to our 
7th and 8th Grade students from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Mondays. The 
parish hired Sister Faustina Ferko and Maria Malaspina to direct the pro-
gram. We wish to help our students grow in their relationship with God. 
The afternoon begins with prayer before we start the games and activi-
ties, and our children are encouraged to spend some time in the chapel 
in private prayer.  Snacks are available, and there is even a room set aside 
should they have to work on school projects, or, to do their homework. 
(Yes, parents, be proud of the kids, as the Homework Room is usually 
well occupied! You have taught them well.) The response to the Youth 
Group has been very strong. We have 50 to 70 Middle School students 
attending every week. We welcome our children to come and participate. 

We are truly blessed at St. Raymond Elementary School. A wonderful 
result of those blessings is those of you who have made St. Raymond an im-
portant part of your lives. I wish you a meaningful Lent and a Joyous Easter.

Faithfully in Christ,
Father James Cruz
Pastor



FALL-WINTER ROUNDUP

continued on page 4

We had a very busy first semester. From learning more about the saints to learning how to make pizza,  
and many other activities in between, we grew in faith and knowledge.

Scholastic Book Fair

Kindergarten West at the Pumpkin Farm 

First Graders Making Slime

Teachers Trick or Teach for Halloween 

Special Visitors to UPK North at Halloween

Saints on Display

Making Pizza and Masks at the Westchester Italian Cultural Center 

Thanksgiving Food Drive
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KEEP IN TOUCH
Want to keep current with the latest happenings at St. Raymond Elementary School?

Email alumni@straymondelementary.org  
and we’ll add you to our email list.

Like us on Facebook: St. Raymond Elementary School, Bronx

Visit our website at www.straymondelementary.org for updates, and 
for current and archived issues of our school newsletter.
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UPK West Celebrates  
Thanksgiving

Ashley Celidon Wins  
First Speech Bee

Santa Visits Our Littlest Ones

Father Rivera Blesses the Crèches

William Morenzi Wins Edward Cardinal Egan Scholarship

Students Attend March for Life in Washington

Catholic Schools Week Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

2018 Science Fair 
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